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Future Verbs

You will be able to—

1. write the future active and middle verb forms,
2. parse and translate future active and middle verbs,
3. recognize and anticipate how the future endings will affect the stem,
4. gain more practice in translating and working with Greek, and
5. master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words.
Introduction

In English we have several tenses:

In the present tense we say, “We go to college.”
For the past we say, “We went to college.”
For the future we say, “We will go to college.”

In the present tense in Greek, we have seen that aspect, not primarily time, is the focus.
The future tense form in Greek specifies that the action of the verb takes place with a
prospective viewpoint of expectation (Porter, Idioms, 43). Thus tense is probably not the
best way to define this form. However, for our workbook sentences out of context we
will generally use the English future to specify the expectation of this form. When
reading in context remember the diverse options for this prospective looking
expectational form. Here are three ways it is used:

1. expectation/prospective (e.g., “We will go”),
2. imperative/command (e.g., “You shall go™), or
3. deliberative, with rhetorical questions

(e.g., “To whom shall we go?”).

The future tense form is built by adding a o between the stem and the pronominal
ending. Note that the future uses the primary endings you already have learned.

Stem Future Connective  Ending I will loose
TR o+ w= NOow

Learn to chant through the following two paradigms:
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Future Active Indicative Paradigm

Singular Plural
1. \ow I will loose NOTOopEY We will loose
2. \doeig You will loose NOO€ETE You will loose
3. \boe He/she/it will loose  Aboovoi(v) They will loose
Future Middle Indicative Paradigm
Singular Plural
1. ANdoopor Iwill loose Avooueba We will loose
(for myself) (for ourselves)
2. \bonm You will loose N00 €0 B¢ You will loose
(for yourself) (for yourselves)
3. \boeTtat He/she/it will loose NOTovTAL They will loose
(for himself/herself/itself) (for themselves)

Note that the future active uses the primary endings that you already learned for the
present active indicative. The middle uses the primary middle/passive endings you just
learned for the present tense also. Yes, the future is easy, but watch out for the irregular
forms. Its form and history connect with the subjunctive mood which we will look at
later which also has an expectational aspect.

Five Stem Variations

The adding of the sigma may change the final consonant of the verb stem in the
following five ways:

1. If after a palatal (k, vy, or %)
[K,y,orx]+0 =>¢

’éxw ==> ¢t w I will have (note breathing change) . . .
dyw ==> dgw [ will lead, bring . . .

2. If after a labial (wt, B, or ()
[%, B, or d] + 0 =>{

BAémw ==> BréYw [ will see
vpdhw ==> ypdyw I will write

3. [If after a dental (1, 3, or )
[T,8,0r8]to=—=>0

neiBw ==> neiow [ will persuade
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4. If after a liquid (A, u, v, or p), (I call these “lemoners”—Imnr + s), the sigma is
dropped and the w is accented with a circumflex. When a present stem ends in a
double liquid consonant, one of them is sometimes dropped. The key is the
circumflex over the primary ending instead of the normal acute accent. With the
dropping of the sigma, there is a strengthening of the o and e connecting vowels
so that the o becomes 0D and the € becomes an €i.

pévw ==> pev@ I will remain.
ATOTTENW ==> ANOTTEND I will send.
ATOOTENN + 0 + opneBo ==> dmooTehovueBa  We will send.

név + 0 + eTe ==> LLeVEiTe You-all will remain.

5. Ifthe stem ends in a sibilant (o, §), the sibilant is dropped and the sigma of the
ending is kept.
oWwlw + 0 =>ocuWow I will save

Future Connective o Addition

Velars Dentals

KY,orxy +o=¢ 1,3,o0r86to=0

Labials Liquid (Lemoners)

m,B,orp+ 0o =\ N, 1, V,0r p+ 0 =@, -00uev, -€iTe, etc.
Sibilants

cor{+to=0

Future of the Verb of Being: cipi (I am)

Singular Plural
1. éoopon  Iwillbe éodépebo We will be
2. déonm You will be €oeoBe You will be
3. éoTan He/she/it willbe  éoovTat They will be

Be able to recognize the eipi futures when you see them.

Deponent Futures

Some verbs in the present tense have an active voice, but in the future tense there is no
active form (“deponent” or true middles?):

Present Future
AapBdvw Auyopat I will take, receive
YWWOKW yvuwoopat I will know

Irregular Futures

Occasionally the future stem is totally different from the original present stem. Thus,
as you learn more verbs, you should learn both stem forms. You just have to learn these
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tricky irregular verbs and keep your eyes open for them. The good part is that there are
not too many of them.

Present Future

€pyopot éevoopor I will come, go
YWWOKW yvwoopar I will know
Néyw ép® [ will say

Chant the Future Active and Middle Indicative:

INITog0Y INITog 113
NOo€elg NOoeTe
N3] NOoouvo1(v)
NOoouat, -n, -€TOL, -oueBa, -€0Be, -ovTAL

Translation Examples

d7e o1 vekpoi dkovoovo1y THg Pwyfig
when the dead will hear the voice (Jn. 5:25)

AN €Eel TO Pig TS Cwiig
But he will have the light of life (Jn. 8:12)

év éxeivn TH Mpépq yvuioeoBe vuéig
in that day you will know (Jn. 14:20)

Vocabulary

Qwﬁa 'ﬁSa ﬁ life (135)
8dvaTtog, -ou, 6  death (120)
Kpivw I judge (114)
pnévw I remain (118)
novog, -n, -ov only, alone (114)

vbv now (147)

008é and not, nor (143)
Iadrog, -ov,6  Paul (158)

oWlw I save (106)

TOTE then (160)




