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13

Third Declension Nouns

You will be able to—

—

recognize the third declension nouns,

recognize and understand the changes that take place when the endings are added
to third declension nouns,

reproduce the basic variations of the third declension nouns,

gain more practice in translating and working with Greek,

master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words, and

memorize Mat. 6:10a in Greek.
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Congratulations! After mastering this chapter, you will know all the basic noun forms
in the New Testament.

Introduction

Thus far we have learned second declension nouns, which have a stem ending in
omicron, and first declension nouns, which have a stem ending in either alpha or eta.
Third declension nouns have stems that end in a consonant. When the endings are added,
the consonant will go through various predictable transformations.

Unlike the first and second declensions, which build their forms from the nominative,
third declension nouns will be built from the genitive. Thus, in the third declension, you
must be aware of the genitive form of the noun.

To find the stem of third declension nouns, take the og off the genitive form.

Key Letter Box

The following consonants in the voiced and unvoiced columns are called “stops”
because of the way the air flow stops when pronouncing them. The aspirates are
fricatives. These letters will be transformed when the sigma ending of the third
declension is added. (Mounce, Basics, 78)

Unvoiced Voiced Aspirate
Labial = B 0))
Velar K Y X
Dental T ) )
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Sigma Addition

The consonants (labials, velars, dentals) change in the following ways when the sigma
ending is added. The two letters contract into one. In the case of the dentals the dental is
dropped.

Labials: n, B,or p + o=
Velar: k, y,or x + 0 =& (0dpk + g — 0dpg [k+s=E])
Dentals: T, 8, 0r 0 + 0 =0 (éATid + g — é\mig [8+5=¢])

Nu drops out when followed by a sigma (Dat. P1.).

Introduction

We will learn four paradigms that are typical of third declension nouns. The adjective
ndg, tdoa, ndv (each, all) will be examined as a 3-1-3 adjective (third-first-third
declension).

Take the og ending off the genitive form to find the stem. In the nominative singular a
sigma is added to the stem, causing the final consonant of the stem to change. Because
this declension is so different and occurs so frequently, it is good to learn how to chant
through the  dp1s, dvopa, and mioTig charts.

Third Declension Endings

M/F  Singular Plural Neut. Singular Plural
Nom. -g -€g - -Q
Gen. -0g -wv -0 -wv
Dat. -1 -0 -1 -0
Acc. -a -ag - -a

Kappa Final Stems
odpg, capkés, 1 (flesh)

Singular Plural
Nom. 0dp§ o dpKeS
Gen. Oapkig T OPKWY
Dat.  ocoapki oopEL(V)
Acc.  Tdpka odpKag

Tau/Delta Final Stems
xdp1s, xdpitos, 1 (grace)

Singular Plural
Nom. xdpig Y AdpLTeES
Gen.  xdpiTog X opiTWY
Dat.  ydptTt xdpro(v)

Acc.  ydpiTa ydpiTog
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Notice that the accusative singular is y dpi1Ta while the interactive Mastering New
Testament Greek program has x dptv. Both are valid forms, but it is more useful to learn

the chart as it is here.

Iota Final Stems (consonantal iota)
nioTig, nioTews, 1y (faith)

Singular Plural
Nom. T7ioTiIg TLOTelS
Gen. TWiOTewg — MO TewV
Dat.  mioTet nioTeT1(v)
Acc. mioTwv O TELS

-not Final Stems
dvopa, dvépatog, 76 (Nname)

Singular Plural
Nom. 8vopa dvépaTta
Gen. 6vépatog  OvopdTwy
Dat.  dvépaTt ovépaoi(v)
Acc. 8vopa ovépaTa

Rho Final Stems
noThp, TaTpds, 0 (father)

Singular Plural
Nom. maTtnp TOTEPES
Gen. TmaTpoS TOTEPWY
Dat. maTpi noTpdoi(v)
Acc. maTépa TATEPOS
Voc. mdTep TOTEPES

Note the dropping or lessening of the medial vowel m.

Diphthong -ev Ending Stems
iepetic, -euig, 0 (priest)

Singular Plural
Nom. 1iepetg lepéig
Gen.  1epéwg tepéwv
Dat.  iepé tepedo1(v)
Acc.  1epéa lepéig
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ndg (all)
Singular Plural
Masculine Feminine Neuter Masculine  Feminine Neuter
Nom. mdg naoa Tav TAVTES Taoat navTO
Gen. mavTég mAOMS TOVTOS  MAVTWY TUOQV  TAVTWY
Dat.  mavTi naon ToVTL nao1(v) ndoalg maou(v)
Acc. mdvta maoov TmAv ndvTog ndoag ndvTa

Chant Third Declension by column

Nom. Sg.  ydpis TioTIg dvopa

Gen. Y OPLTOS TLOTEWS ovépaTog
Dat. Y dpiTL nioTel ovépaTt
Acc. ydpiTa TioTVY dvopa
Nom.Pl.  ydpiTes nioTelg ovépaTa
Gen. Y OPiTWY o Tewy ovopdTwy
Dat. ydproy(v) niocteo(v)  Svépaociu(v)
Acc. yApLTog nioTelg ovépaTa

Translation Examples

¥ dp1g VYAV Kad elprjyn Ao Beod TaTpdg NUAV Kai kupiov Inood XproTod.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:7).

0g év Tdig Nuépaig Tfg Topkog alTod
who in the days of his flesh (Heb. 5:7)

811 AV T0 €V TQ KéTpwW , M émBupia THS TOPKOg
for all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh (1 Jn. 2:16)

Vocabulary

advrp, dvdpés, 0 man, husband (216)
Baoikets, -éws, 0 king (115)

SHvapnig, -ews, M power, miracle (119)
dvopa, -patog, 76 name, reputation (231)
nadg, tdoa, Tav all, each, every (1,244)

TaThP, TATPSS, 0 father (413)

nioTig, mMioTews, 1| faith, belief (243)

nvedua, -0T0S, TO spirit, wind (379)

odpE, oapKos, N flesh, body (147)
dp1g, -1T0g, 1 grace, kindness (155)




Memory Verse: Mat. 6:10a

ENBéTW M Baoikeia
Let come the kingdom
vevnenTw 1O BérMud

let happen the will

oov’
your

oov,
your
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