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Contract Verbs

You will be able to—

1. identify contract verb formations,
2. implement the rules of vowel contraction,
3. recognize and write the paradigms of key contract verbs,
4. translate contract verb forms,
5. gain more practice in translating and working with Greek,
6. master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words, and
7. memorize Mat. 6:12b in Greek.
Introduction

Verbs with stems ending in a., €, or 0 are known as contract verbs. For example, in the
verb dyandw the stem ends with alpha. When pronominal endings are added to the
verb, the final vowel of the stem and the connecting vowel of the ending contract
according to five rules.

Contractions take place in the present and imperfect tenses.

dyam +d + 0 + pev = dyandpev
In the aorist and future, where the suffix o is used, the final stem vowel lengthens.
dyan + d + o + opev = dyanfoopev
Rules of Contraction (FOLDS)
Rule 1: Likes go long. Two like vowels combine into their common long vowel.

ata=a e+tm=nmn otw=w
Example: TAnpo + w = tAmpw

Two exceptions:
€ete=e€l 0+0=0V
Example: mote + eTe = mot€iTe
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Rule 2: O overcomes. An o or w will overcome an a, €, or 1, becoming w.

ota=w etw=w
Example: dyand + w = dyond

Exception:
€+ 0=0v 0+ e=0v

Example: mo1é + opev = morodpev

Rule 3: First overcomes. When an a., €, or ] come together, whichever comes first
becomes its own matching long vowel.

a+eora+mn=longa eta=mn
Example: dyand + eTe = dyondre

Rule 4: Same vowel with diphthong drops. A vowel similar to the first vowel of a
diphthong drops out.

0 + ov =o0v etert=el
Example: mote + e1g = mot€ig

Rule 5: Dissimilar vowel with diphthong contracts. A vowel dissimilar to the
diphthong that follows it will contract, using the preceding rules—

a. unless the third vowel is an upsilon, in which case the upsilon drops out.
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b. unless the third vowel is an iota, in which case the iota becomes an iota subscript.

Exceptions:
ot+tet=o1 e+ ot=o01 o+tmn=o01

Contraction Charts (for reference only)

When a vowel in the left row is combined with a vowel or dipthong in the top line, the

resulting contraction appears where the coordinates meet.
Vowel and Vowel Contraction

a € mn 1 v o w
a a a a atl av w w
€ mn €1 mn €l €v ov w
w ov w o1 ov ov w
Vowel and Diphthong Contraction
€l n ov (0]
a Q Q w w
€ €1 n ov o1
0 o1 o1 ov (1)}
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Paradigms

Three typical contract verb paradigms will be presented. These represent a., €, and o
type verbs. As you look through the paradigms, you should reflect on the contract rules
that are being used in the contraction process. Do not memorize these. Learn to figure
them out by using the rules.

Present Active Indicative of ayandw

Singular Plural
1. dyan® (aw)  Ilove dyon@uev (aopev)  We love
2. dyonds (aets) Youlove dyandTe (QeTe) You love
3. dyoand (aet)  He/she/itloves dyan@oi(v) (aovot) They love
Present Active Indicative of noiéw
Singular Plural
1. mow® (ew) I do mo1oDeV (eopev) We do
2. TOl€ig (e€rg) You do TOLELTE (EETE) You do
3. Tot€l (eer) He/she/it does  motodo1(v) (eovo) They do
Present Active Indicative of n\npow
Singular Plural
1. mAMpw (ow) I fill TAMPOOUEV (OONEV) We fill
TAMPois (0e1g)  You fill TAMNPOOTE (0€ETE) You fill

3. mAmpoi (0€t) He/she/it fills  mAnpodoi(v) (oovot1)  They fill

Liquid/Nasal Verbs

Liquid verbs have stems ending in A\, p, v, or p (Lemoners). X and p are liquids, and v
and p are nasals, but verbs ending in any of these four consonants are grouped together
because they form their futures in the same way. In the future active and middle
indicative, the tense suffix o is replaced with an €, which contracts according to the
normal contraction rules. Thus the future of kpivw becomes kp1V@ (ew contraction)
instead of kpivow.

Translation Examples
Ti 8¢ pe karéiTe, Kipie kipie, kai ov motéite & Néyw;
And why do you call me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say? (Lk. 6:46).

Kai 0 TOTHP POV AYATH T el AVTOY Kai TPOS AUTOV ENevoGpeBa.
And my father will love him, and we will come to him (Jn. 14:23).

b \ ~ ~ ’ 9 ’
AANA AaAoDpev Beod codhiay ev puoTnpiw
But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery (1 Cor. 2:7).
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Vocabulary

if, that (504)

I eat (158)

I live (140)

I seek (117)
or, either (343)

I call (148)
I speak, say (296)
napakoéw I urge, exhort (109)

TANPOW I complete, fill (86)

AT I do, make (568)

Review

Mat. 6:9: ITdTep U@V 0 €V TOig 0VPAVOIg”
ayloao8iTw 176 Jvopd oov*

Mat. 6:10:  é\BéTw 1M Baoiheia oov

YEVNONTW TO BEANUA OO0V,
Ws év ovpavd kad éni yfig®
Mat. 6:11: 716V dpTOv U@V TOV éntov0 10V
30g MUV ouepov”
Mat. 6:12a:  kod dheg NUiv TA dPetrjuaTa NuEv,

Memory Verse: Mat. 6:12b

e \ e ~ 5 /7 ~ 9 /7 e ~. .
wg KOt NUELS  adnKaApey TOlg Oo(etNéTalg MUAV
as also we we forgave the  debtors our;
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