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17 

Contract Verbs 

You will be able to— 
 

 1. identify contract verb formations, 
 2. implement the rules of vowel contraction, 
 3. recognize and write the paradigms of key contract verbs, 
 4. translate contract verb forms, 
 5. gain more practice in translating and working with Greek, 
 6. master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words, and 
 7. memorize Mat. 6:12b in Greek. 

Introduction 
Verbs with stems ending in a, e, or o are known as contract verbs. For example, in the 

verb a]gapa<w the stem ends with alpha. When pronominal endings are added to the 
verb, the final vowel of the stem and the connecting vowel of the ending contract 
according to five rules. 

Contractions take place in the present and imperfect tenses. 
 

a]gap + a< + o + men = a]gapw?men 
 
In the aorist and future, where the suffix s is used, the final stem vowel lengthens. 
 

a]gap + a< + s + omen = a]gaph<somen 

Rules of Contraction (FOLDS) 
Rule 1: Likes go long. Two like vowels combine into their common long vowel. 
 

a + a = a e + h = h o + w = w 
Example: plhro + w = plhrw? 
 
Two exceptions: 

e + e = ei o + o = ou 
Example: poie + ete = poiei?te 
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Rule 2: O overcomes. An o or w will overcome an a, e, or h, becoming w. 
 

o + a = w e + w = w 
Example: a]gapa< + w = a]gapw? 
 
Exception: 

e + o = ou  o + e = ou 
Example: poie< + omen = poiou?men 
 
Rule 3: First overcomes. When an a, e, or h come together, whichever comes first 

becomes its own matching long vowel. 
 

a + e or a + h = long a e + a = h 
Example: a]gapa< + ete = a]gapa?te 
 
Rule 4: Same vowel with diphthong drops. A vowel similar to the first vowel of a 

diphthong drops out. 
 

o + ou = ou e + ei = ei 
Example: poie + eij = poiei?j 
 
Rule 5: Dissimilar vowel with diphthong contracts. A vowel dissimilar to the 

diphthong that follows it will contract, using the preceding rules— 
 

 a. unless the third vowel is an upsilon, in which case the upsilon drops out. 
 b. unless the third vowel is an iota, in which case the iota becomes an iota subscript. 

 
Exceptions: 

o + ei = oi e + oi = oi o + ^ = oi 

Contraction Charts (for reference only) 
When a vowel in the left row is combined with a vowel or dipthong in the top line, the 

resulting contraction appears where the coordinates meet. 
Vowel and Vowel Contraction 

 a e h i u o w 
a a a a ai au w w 
e h ei h ei eu ou w 
o w ou w oi ou ou w 

 
Vowel and Diphthong Contraction 

 ei ^ ou oi 
a % % w & 
e ei ^ ou oi 
o oi oi ou oi 



Chapter 17: Contract Verbs      103 

 

Paradigms 
Three typical contract verb paradigms will be presented. These represent a, e, and o 

type verbs. As you look through the paradigms, you should reflect on the contract rules 
that are being used in the contraction process. Do not memorize these. Learn to figure 
them out by using the rules. 

 
Present Active Indicative of a]gapa<w 

 Singular Plural 
1. a]gapw? (aw) I love a]gapw?men (aomen)  We love 
2. a]gap%?j (aeij) You love a]gapa?te (aete) You love 
3. a]gap%? (aei) He/she/it loves a]gapw?si(n) (aousi) They love 

 
Present Active Indicative of poie<w 

 Singular Plural 
1. poiw? (ew) I do poiou?men (eomen) We do 
2. poiei?j (eeij) You do poiei?te (eete) You do 
3. poiei? (eei) He/she/it does poiou?si(n) (eousi) They do 

 
Present Active Indicative of plhro<w 

 Singular Plural 
1. plhrw? (ow) I fill plhrou?men (oomen) We fill 
2. plhroi?j (oeij) You fill plhrou?te (oete) You fill 
3. plhroi? (oei) He/she/it fills plhrou?si(n) (oousi) They fill 

Liquid/Nasal Verbs 
Liquid verbs have stems ending in l, m, n, or r (Lemoners). l and r are liquids, and n 

and m are nasals, but verbs ending in any of these four consonants are grouped together 
because they form their futures in the same way. In the future active and middle 
indicative, the tense suffix s is replaced with an e, which contracts according to the 
normal contraction rules. Thus the future of kri<nw becomes krinw? (ew contraction) 
instead of kri<nsw. 

Translation Examples 
Ti< de< me kalei?te, Ku<rie ku<rie, kai> ou] poiei?te a! le<gw; 
And why do you call me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say? (Lk. 6:46). 
 
kai> o[ path<r mou a]gaph<sei au]to<n kai> pro>j au]to>n e]leuso<meqa. 
And my father will love him, and we will come to him (Jn. 14:23). 
 
a]lla> lalou?men qeou? sofi<an e]n musthri<& 
But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery (1 Cor. 2:7). 
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Vocabulary 

ei] if, that (504) 
e]sqi<w I eat (158) 
za<w I live (140) 
zhte<w I seek (117) 
h@ or, either (343) 
kale<w I call (148) 
lale<w I speak, say (296) 
parakale<w I urge, exhort (109) 
plhro<w I complete, fill (86) 
poie<w I do, make (568) 

Review 
Mat. 6:9: Pa<ter h[mw?n o[ e]n toi?j ou]ranoi?j: 
 a[giasqh<tw to> o@noma< sou: 
Mat. 6:10: e]lqe<tw h[ basilei<a sou: 
 genhqh<tw to> qe<lhma< sou, 
 w[j e]n ou]ran&? kai> e]pi> gh?j: 
Mat. 6:11: to>n a@rton h[mw?n to>n e]piou<sion 
 do>j h[mi?n sh<meron: 
Mat. 6:12a: kai> a@fej h[mi?n ta> o]feilh<mata h[mw?n, 

Memory Verse: Mat. 6:12b 
w[j kai> h[mei?j a]fh<kamen toi?j  o]feile<taij h[mw?n: 
as also we we forgave the debtors our; 

 


